
Let’s do it right! 
Restore the wetlands. Protect the people. 

Upcoming Events: 
 

4/15: Town Hall on Climate 
Change with Rep. Cao  
6-8pm, Loyola, New Orleans  
jonathan@healthygulf.org 
 
4/17: Summit:  From 
Katrina to Copenhagen- 
Promoting a Fair Climate Agenda,  
Downtown New Orleans 
online.nwf.org/fairclimate  
 
4/19: Louisiana Earth Day 
Downtown Baton Rouge 
constiblej@nwf.org 
 
4/29: Army Corps Public 
Meeting: 100 yr Hurricane 
Risk Reduction 
6-9pm, Oakville 
www.nolaenvironmental.gov 
 
5/8-9: The Gulf Gathering 
(Gulf-wide conference for coastal 
advocates and organizers) Camp 
Beckwith in Weeks Bay, AL 
briana@healthygulf.org 
 
5/31: Global Warming 
Hunter/Angler Training 
8am-3pm, New Orleans 
moorea@nwf.org 
 
6/1: Rally for Restoration 
Noon-1pm, Bayou Bienve-
nue Triangle Platform, 
Lower Ninth Ward,  
moorea@nwf.org 

And We’re Off... 
The Mississippi River Gulf Outlet (MRGO) rock dam  
closure at Bayou la Loutre is in progress. The Army Corps 
estimates mid-April closure of the MRGO navigation and 
completion of the dam by July 26th. The rock dam will 
serve as a navigation control and will also reduce saltwater 
intrusion in the coastal wetlands along the MRGO. This is 
an important first step toward ecosystem restoration.  
 
Celebrating the First Step 
A ceremonial rock throwing event was held at Breton 
Sound Marina on March 28th. Small pleasure crafts and a 
large oyster boat filled with citizens, activists, and state and 
local leaders cruised to the MRGO closure site at Bayou la 
Loutre. Hundreds of rocks, many with personal messages 
on them, were tossed into the MRGO recognizing the first 
step toward restoration and community protection. 
 

Construction of Surge Barrier Underway 
Construction of the surge barrier at the confluence of the Gulf Intercoastal Waterway 
and the MRGO has begun. The project aims to protect vulnerable areas of metro New 
Orleans as well as St. Bernard Parish from storm surge coming from the Gulf of Mexico 
and Lake Borgne. Estimated completion is 2011. 
 
Meeting of the Minds 
A 3-day Diversion Summit was held in New Orleans in March. Federal, state, and local 
government agencies as well as NGOs, maritime leaders, scientists, and other  
community stakeholders came together with the Army Corps to discuss the future of the 
Mississippi River Delta.  
 
Support for large-scale freshwater and sediment  
diversions was voiced by a majority of speakers. 
These diversions are largely viewed as the best 
hope for  
rebuilding land in the region, helping to protect 
coastal Louisiana communities from storm surge 
events. A “Path Forward” document resulting from 
the summit was to be released April 10th, is behind 
schedule. 
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WE CANNOT WAIT: 
Implementation of ecosystem restoration plan must 
occur as soon as possible to protect coastal Louisiana 

FULL RESTORATION 
OF NATURAL STORM 

SURGE BUFFER 

ONGOING 

U.S. Congress sets May 
2008 deadline for Army 
Corps MRGO ecosystem 
restoration plan 

Corps fails to meet 
deadline for draft 
restoration plan 

St. Bernard Parish President, Craig 
Taffaro, writes a message before 
tossing a rock into the MRGO rock 
dam site 

April/May 2009 MRGO Closure and Ecosystem Restoration Update 

MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Timeline — Behind Schedule 
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A Call to Action 
Coastal wetlands are vital to the safety of our families and communities. Without this 
first line of defense, we are left dangerously exposed to storm surge events. The MRGO 
Must Go Coalition is working for full, sustainable coastal restoration of lands affected by 
MRGO.  
 
Our community, the U.S. Congress, and President Obama recognize the importance of this 
mission for the safety of our families and the future of our communities.  
 
We must act to ensure that this project moves forward as a top priority for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers. A sustainable, thriving coastal Louisiana can be achieved through the 
following objectives: 

 
1. Reduce salinity coming from the Gulf of Mexico 
2. Restore degraded wetlands  
3. Reintroduce freshwater and nutrients into wetlands 
4. Design surge and wave protection along the MRGO 
5. Support those who want to elevate their homes and 
    businesses 

 

Community Spotlight  
New Orleans high school students, Jacie Lemon and Sharett 
Brooks, wrote and produced a powerful short film about 
the MRGO called “GO-ING GREEN.”  The film was singled 
out at “Reel Earth:  A Green Carpet Event,” hosted by the 
New Orleans Center for Creative Arts and emceed by  
Philippe Cousteau this past November.   
 
MRGO Must Go is featured in the film, with coalition member 
Aaron Viles lending an explanation of what the MRGO is and 
what impacts it has had on the community.   
 
The talent and activism of these ladies has helped to bring 
the critical MRGO issue to a broad audience.  They deserve 
our great thanks and recognition!   
 
WATCH:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KtER4GQWfHU    

THE TIME IS NOW.THE TIME IS NOW.THE TIME IS NOW.   
visit  

www.MRGOmustGO.org  
or contact  

 AMANDA R. MOORE 
National Wildlife Federation  

225-229-1944  
716 Adams Street, NOLA 

In Case You Missed It!  
Check out this April 7th Times-Picayune article on the Bayou Bienvenue Cypress Triangle: 

http://www.nola.com/living/t-p/index.ssf?/base/living-13/1239081659120020.xml&coll=1 

Together, we can restore our coast  
and protect our communities! 



 
 
 
 
 
 


