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On the first day of Hurricane Season, nearly 150 people from New Or-
leans and St. Bernard Parish gathered at the levee along the Central
Wetlands in the Lower 9th Ward to ask the Army Corps of Engineers to
make restoration of the wetlands destroyed by the Mississippi River
Gulf Outlet a top priority. Saltwater intrusion from the MRGO, a deep
draft shipping channel, led to the decimation of tens of thousands of
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In 2007, the U.S. Congress called on the Corps to have a plan for the - 1TO o+
MRGO ecosystem restoration by May of 2008 (see timeline below and » ——  Episode 1 also

available online at

closure update on page 2). With no plan in place and an ever-slipping www.categoryfivewetlandsw

deadline, the community united to call for action. Elected officials from atch.org
New Orleans and St. Bernard Parish recognized the urgency and im-
portance of wetland restoration to the future of their communities. # - ,
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“Yes, levees can be built. Yes, pumps can have backup generators. e rFx)lfer(\)/uo;eans, Contact Ed
But the sustainable solution is to restore our wetlands,” said Cynthia 7 : GRN's Executive Direc- epicou@bellsouth.net
Willard-Lewis, New Orleans Councilmember District E. sl () SN S ST
port. )1  : Community 0 +/1
i i ) . leader Pam Dashiell rallies the #3-
Don’t Miss This: Check out this short video about the rally crowd. 2nd Annual
. Py— Protect Our Wetlands, Pro-
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=puPWXYMJcqQ tect Ourselves Erviron
Take action & be heard! Visit www.MRGOmustGO.org and send an email to the Army Corps mental Video Competition—

and President Obama. visit www.healthygulf.org
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Hundreds of Handprints Send the Message 31 - 4

) . ¥ Houma, Learn how
A 60+ foot coastal banner is traveling throughout southeast Lou- | climate change impacts
isiana with the message, “Our Coast. Our Future. Restore the Louisiana coastal traditions
Wetlands.” Thus far, the banner bears the colorful handprints of |and hOVCV totm":‘kpe a differ-

: far . : . ence. Contact Pu-

over 600 children from Louisiana and will continue collecting laskiC@nw.org

prints until it is delivered to Washington, DC in late September.
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T ey S e The banner V\_nl! be d|splayed near the Cgpnol ata pl_thc concert
Lower 9th Ward make their mark onthe  featuring Louisiana musicians Tab Benoit, Cyril Neville, and An- 17
coastal banner. Students workedonthe  ders Osbourne. (O ¥ washington, DC, Tab
banner after hearing John Taylor's “Bayou Benoit and other Voice of
Stories” at the Central Wetlands platform. the Wetlands All-stars—

Please contact Amanda Moore at MooreA@nwf.org if you'd like | FREE! Contact

more information on getting your students involved in the project. MooreA@nwf.org
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U.S. Congress sets May : Eo_rp; f;n; t_o ;uget_ _: Corps estimated S Todrrer THir
2008 deadline for Army | 1 deadline fordraft 1 |completion of draft |- - - - |Implementation of ecosystem restoration plan must
Corps MRGO ecosystem : restoration plan I |restoration plan occur as soon as possible to protect coastal Louisiana
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The MRGO was closed to all navigation on Earth Day, April 22nd.
As of early June, the MRGO rock dam at Bayou La Loutre had
emerged above water across the entire length of the channel
(nearly 1000 feet wide) and the MRGO is officially closed from the
Gulf of Mexico at Bayou La Loutre. The dam is expected to be completed in July, rising several feet out of the water
and spanning 12 feet wide at the top and 450 feet wide at the bottom of the channel.

As we know, the closure is the first step toward restoration along the MRGO. Reintroducing freshwater to sustain a
healthy wetland ecosystem, shoreline protection, marsh creation, and rebuilding lost wildlife habitat like land ridges are
among the projects for the MRGO restoration.

The challenge ahead of us is the timely and quality restoration of the MRGO ecosystem—tens of thousands of acres of
protective wetlands that must be restored to ensure public safety and a sustainable community in the Greater New Or-
leans area. Despite the Congressional deadline of May 2008, the Army Corps aims for a March 2011 completion of the
MRGO Ecosystem Restoration Plan. The Corps admits that adhering to this timeline is not guaranteed. However,
there are ways to expedite review processes and ensure that all resources are available and used for this project—a
project that should be top priority for the Army Corps.
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Check out the new look & updated information. Explore the site and 4
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E”e.".f the Thanks to the folks that helped to make the Rally for Restoration a success, including:
ouisiana . . . .

e New Orleans City Council Vice President, Jacquelyn Clarkson

playing a free St. Bernard Parish President, Craig Taffaro

concert in New Orleans City Councilmember, Cynthia Willard-Lewis

UG @, Lower 9th CSED director, Pamela Dashiell

DC this fall to .

o Global Green New Orleans Director, Beth Galante

ness for

coastal Solar power provided by Gulf South Solar

Louisiana.

PA system provided by Gulf Restoration Network
Rally documentary by Nebula Multimedia
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Or Contact Amanda Moore, National Wildlife Federation at 225-229-1944
MooreA@nwf.org, 716 Adams Street, NOLA




